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or 30 months, or later in some Offices, perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Office. 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase, see the 
Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 
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_ (57) Abstract: A nonwoven fabric having engaging function which has been subjected to heat embossing treatment and has, as at 
least one component, heat-fusible composite short fibers of core-shell or side-by-side type having a low melting polymer component 
^ in its fiber surface portion, characterized in that the surface side of the nonwoven fabric has non-embossed regions dispersed regularly 
^ or irregularly as a number of island regions having a convex shape projecting toward the surface side and has embossed regions 
surrounding the numerous island regions as sea regions, and ends of at least one side of the above-mentioned composite short fibers 
^ of non-embossed parts constituting island regions having a convex shape are fixed by heat and pressure on the embossed face. The 
O nonwoven fabric is thin and flexible, and can be used as a loop side engaging member which is suitable for use in disposable goods 
^ and is reduced in production cost and further is free from the slip-off of fibers as a loop side engaging element out of the fabric even 
Jj^ when it is pulled by a hook side engaging element and thus can maintain its strength at a high level for a long period of time. 
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